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1. Many Health ABC variables have SAS formats.  The file FormatsList.pdf shows a detailed list of the SAS formats.  If you do a SAS Proc Contents of the dataset with which you are working, you can see which format has been applied to the variable of interest.

2. If you do not want to work with formats at all, then include this statement in the beginning of your SAS program:
     options nofmterr;
Otherwise, your SAS program will not run.

3. If you want to work with formats, then include these statements at the beginning of your SAS program:
        libname fmt '[location of the format library formats64.sas7bcat]';
        options fmtsearch = (fmt.formats64);


4. If you want to combine datasets, do so by sorting and merging.  Generally, you will want to sort and merge by HABCID, which is the unique subject identifier (the variable HABCID appears in most datasets).  Example: 
         proc sort data=[dataset 1]; by habcid; run;
         proc sort data=[dataset 2]; by habcid; run;
   data mymerge; merge [dataset 1] [dataset 2]; by habcid; run;


5. Be advised that the same variable names are occasionally used in different datasets, particularly over multiple years.  Therefore, if you want to combine variables from different datasets, do a  Proc Contents of the individual datasets FIRST to see if the same variable names (other than HABCID) have been used in multiple datasets.  Then rename the variables so as to have unique variable names BEFORE merging the datasets.   If you do not rename the variables before merging the datasets, the values in the second dataset will overlay the values in the first dataset. 

6. It is also advisable to run frequencies and/or univariates of variables to look for outliers or spurious values before running analyses.  
